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Hollywood Rec Center Pool & Pool Building 
Celebrated at Groundbreaking

On September 6, 2013, the community 
and City officials came together for the 
groundbreaking of the Hollywood Recreation 
Center – Pool and Pool Building project, lo-
cated at 1122 North Cole Ave., Hollywood. 
Among those present were honorable Mayor 
Eric Garcetti, 13th District Councilmember 
Mitch O’Farrell, 4th District Councilmember 
Tom LaBonge, Recreation and Parks (RAP) 
General Manager Jon Kirk Mukri, Public 
Works Inspector John Reamer, Board of Public 
Works President Kevin James and City Engi-
neer Gary Lee Moore. 

To reduce the construction duration of 
the project, the demolition of the existing 
pool and pool building was done by General 
Services Department Construction Forces. Ac-
cording to Jon Kirk Mukri, the old swimming 
pool served approximately 20,000 to 30,000 
visitors each year. 

The proposed project is expected to pro-
vide a brand new swimming pool to replace 
an outdated existing pool that was originally 
constructed in 1950s. The new pool size will 
be approximately 9,575 square feet. It will 
have an integrated splash pad area, pool deck 
with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
access ramp and railing, waterslide, diving 
stand, covered spectators areas and raised 
guard seats. The pool will also have new water 
heating, cleaning, filtering and conveyance 
systems. The pool will have the capability to 
operate year-round, subject to RAP aquatics 
staffing and funding.

In addition to the pool, the project will also 
construct a new pool building (bathhouse) 

with shower facilities for both genders, family 
changing area, facility administration area, 
and life guard observation and training area, 
with all utilities, communication, security, fire 
alarm, lighting, heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning system, and a pool equipment 
room. Other features of the project will also 
include a storm water tank, irrigation, land-
scaping, perimeter fence with gate, facility sig-
nage and access gates and an art mural wall. 

Mayor Eric Garcetti, who represented the 
area as a Councilmember, said he was pleased 

that the project moved forward with a great 
pool. Garcetti referenced the local athletes’ 
success at the 2012 Summer Olympics and 
said young people who use the future swim-
ming pool may become great athletes later 
in life. He said, “We’re an Olympic talent; 
we’re an athletic talent. And we’re going to 
make sure young people here become a part 
of that great tradition.” 

Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell said the 
ground breaking was a wonderful step and 
we’re going to have a lot of fun here. The 
Councilman mentioned that the swimming 
pool also provides a revenue stream for parks; 
thus, there’s always need to have a complete 
conversation about the future of development 
and the future growth in Hollywood and 
elsewhere. 

Councilmember Tom LaBonge praised the 
collaboration of community organizations at 
the Hollywood Recreation Center, such as the 
Boys & Girls Club and the YMCA. 

City Engineer Gary Lee Moore said the 
project received a lot of community and 
neighborhood input before being approved. 
He also thanked the many partners who have 
contributed to the new pool. He said those 
partnerships have been important throughout 
the city’s staffing challenges. “But we’ve tried 
to be creative,” he said. “Public and private Rendering of Hollywood Pool Building

Mayor Eric Garcetti together with Councilmembers Mitch O’Farrell and Tom LaBonge, led the 
groundbreaking for the Hollywood Pool and Pool Building.

Photos by JuanCarlos Chan, Recreation & Parks Dept.
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partnerships are what it’s all about.”    
The project is made possible with Proposi-

tion K Funding and Quimby. The Hollywood 
Recreation Center – Pool and Pool Building 
is administered by the Bureau of Engineering, 
and is being constructed by Morillo Construc-
tion Inc, in coordination with the Department 
of Recreation and Parks. Design of the project 
was by Frank Webb Architects. 

Congratulations on reaching this milestone 
go to everyone involved with the project: 
From Bureau of Engineering, Proposition 
K Program Manager Neil Drucker, Project 
Manager Shashi Bhakta, Project Engineer 
Sean H. Phan; Jose Beristain, Easton Forcier 
and Curtis Gee of Geotechnical Engineering 
Group; Cesar Bregaudit, Paul Blechert and 
survey crew of Survey Division; Jose Fuentes, 
Hamid Navid and Michael Uemura of Con-
struction Management Division; Jim Doty and 
Catalina Hernandez of Environmental Group; 
Lem Paco, Greg Vandergriff and Daniel Sue 
of Central District. From the General Services 
Division, Construction Forces Superintendent 
Nick Pendorf, Construction Superintendent 
Richard Telles, and site Superintendent Mau-
rice Hyett. 

l to r: Debbie Wehbe, Community/Park Advisory Board/LVNOC member; Councilmembers 
Mitch O’Farrell and Tom LaBonge; Hamid Navid; John Reamer, Inspector of Public Works; Tony 
Morrillo, General Contractor; RAP General Manager Jon Kirk Mukri; Kevin James, President, 
Board of Public Works; Ferris Wehbe, LVNOC/Community member; Neil Drucker, Mayor Eric 
Garcetti, Oscar Alanis, BCA; Gary Lee Moore; Frank Rinaldi, BCA; Sean Phan; Jose Fuentes, 
and Shashi Bhakta.

Hollywood Pool - continued from page 1

Hollywood Pool Building exterior elevation.Hollywood Pool Building landscape site plan.

Some of the featured speakers at the 
Hollywood Pool groundbreaking, 
l to r: 
Councilmember Tom LaBonge
Mayor Eric Garcetti
Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell
City Engineer Gary Lee Moore
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On September 5, 2013 Councilmember Paul 
Krekorian, 2nd Council District; Jon Kirk 
Mukri, General Manager, Department of 
Recreation and Parks; Tiffany Harris, CEO/
Co-Founder, Shane’s Inspiration; Chief Deputy 
City Engineer Deborah Weintraub; and Gary 
Aggas, President, Sun Valley Neighborhood 
Council spoke and led the Grand Opening 
Ceremony for the newly completed DeGarmo 
Park Universal Access Playground, 10126 
West Arminta Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352.

In partnership with the Department of Rec-
reation and Parks, the Bureau of Engineering 
has provided project management, design and 
construction services for 18 Universal Access 
Playgrounds (UAP), located throughout the 
City of Los Angeles. In fact, at least one UAP 
has now been constructed in each Council 
District!

Jon Kirk Mukri emphasized the need for 
universal access parks and park facilities in 
general, as more injured veterans are returning 
from active duty, and due to the aging pop-
ulation, which are now providing day care 
services not only for their families, but for the 
local community as well, creating even more 
needs for universal access playground and 
other accessible park amenities. 

Councilmember Paul Krekorian spoke 
to the families in attendance. “Every family 
deserves safe, fun, sustainable playground 
equipment in our parks,” said the Coun-
cilmember. “I enjoy seeing the results of this 
teamwork and collaboration to dedicate the 
best kind of playground--a universal access 
playground where children of all abilities can 
play together fulfilling the wonderful promise 
of Shane’s Inspiration.”

Tiffany Harris, of Shane’s Inspiration, ad-
dressed the crowd, and mentioned that we 
are celebrating the 15 year anniversary of 
the founding of Shane’s Inspiration, and the 
installation of 24 UAP sites within the City of 
Los Angeles, 44 UAP sites nationally, and an 
additional 3 UAPs internationally!

Deborah Weintraub spoke about how 
the Bureau of Engineering’s Recreational 
and Cultural Facility staff, working with the 

DeGarmo Park Community, Neighborhood 
Council, City Council Office, the Department 
of Recreation and Parks staff and the design 
team of Shane’s Inspiration, established a 
goal to create a design that incorporated the 
needs of the community while recognizing the 
priorities and safety concerns of Recreation 
and Parks staff. 

Working with the local community, a pirate 
ship themed design was selected during the 
community review process. The design of the 
3,500 square foot play area included a two-
mast ship, which included a decorative crow’s 
nest; flying pirate flag sails; captain’s wheel; 
periscope; megaphones; and a blue synthetic 
rubberized play area, highlighted with several 
different colored images of fishes. The play-
ground also include swings (one set of swings 
for toddlers of age 2 to 5 and a set of swings 
for older children age of 5 to 8 years); a three 
tiered sand table decorated with cannons, 
turtles, and nets. A xylophone and drum set 
was also installed, to provide some musical 

Councilmember Paul Krekorian cuts the ribbon to open DeGarmo Park Universal Access 
Playground.     Photos by JuanCarlos Chan, Recreation & Parks Dept.

play for the playground. Two stone benches, 
one in the shape of a fox and the other in 
the shape of a hare, where installed, which 
added some whimsy to the park. Lighting 
and six new trees were also installed. All of 
these design elements are part of the design 
vision of Shane’s Inspiration design goal for 
all playgrounds to be “independently playable 
for children with disabilities while delighting 
typically-able children as well. These free, 
outdoor play environment are age-appropriate 
and include safe, state-of-the-art, sensory-rich 
structures that encourage healing in children 
with developmental disabilities such as Au-
tism, Down’s Syndrome and Cerebral Palsy”.

The Bureau of Engineering technical staff, 
working with the Proposition LA For Kids Con-
struction Budget of $450,000 and completed 
within the scheduled 7 month construction 
period made this project happen, included 
Recreation and Cultural Facilities Program’s 
Neil Drucker, Program Manager, and Ray 
Araujo, Project Manager.

Councilmember Paul Krekorian Chief Deputy CE Deborah WeintraubDeGarmo Universal Access Playground has a pirate theme

DeGarmo Park Universal Access Playground Grand Opening
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l to r: BCA Inspector Terry Gorman (in vest), Elki Heitmeyer, Sherman Oaks resident and local 
community advocate, Carol Armstrong, Carolyn Ramsey - Chief Deputy CD4, Councilmember 
Tom LaBonge, Rebecca Andrade, Local resident - mom and her two young sons, Christian (4 
years old) and Matias (2 years old) Andrade; Neil Drucker, and Gale Minnifield, RAP Mid-Valley 
District Supervisor.    Photos by JuanCarlos Chan, Recreation & Parks Dept.

On Wednesday September 18, 2013, Coun-
cilmember Tom LaBonge presided over the 
groundbreaking for the Los Angeles Riverfront 
Park Project. This project is part of the second 
phase of a $10 million project initiated and 
funded by the City of Los Angeles Proposition 
K/ L.A. for Kids Program. The project is also 
a part of the Los Angeles River Revitalization 
Master Plan, adopted by the Los Angeles City 
Council in May 2007.

This day, the ceremony focused on the 
reach, stretching from Sepulveda Boulevard to 
Kester Avenue, on the south bank of the river. 
The scope of work includes over a half mile 
of paved bike path shaded by native trees, a 
small community “greenbelt” park at Morri-
son Street, landscaping, irrigation, security 
lighting, ornamental fencing and educational 
signage along the River. 

Next to begin construction, with a similar 
scope of work, is the river reach located 
between Coldwater Canyon and Whitsett 
avenues, which will connect with the already 
completed bike path that runs from Laurel 
Canyon Boulevard to Whitsett Avenue. 

The total construction cost of the two 
reaches is approximately $4.0 million dollars. 

Neil Drucker, Proposition K Program 
Manager said, “The Los Angeles Riverfront 
Park improvement effort is being constructed 
with the approval of the Los Angeles County 
Flood Control District and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, who owns and maintains 
the flood control channels and the adjacent 
maintenance roads. The Bureau of Engineering 
is very thankful for their continued support.”

“The project in and of itself is a small part 
of the of the Los Angeles River Master Plan 
that stretches from West San Fernando Valley 
in West Hills all through Griffith Park. It may 

Groundbreaking Held for Los Angeles Riverfront Park

not be completed tomorrow, or 2 or 5 years 
from now, but hopefully someday I will be 
able to walk, ride a bike or stroll anywhere 
from West San Fernando Valley to downtown,” 
said Drucker, who lives in West Hills. “It takes 
an eyesore for many people and turns it into 
a usable connection for people who want to 
ride their bikes to work or want a really nice 
place to recreate along the river.”

Also speaking at the event were Recreation 
& Parks Mid Valley District Supervisor Gale 
Minnifield, Los Angeles River Project Office 

Program Manager Carol Armstrong, and 
Community Member Elke Heitmeyer.

Elke Heitmeyer explained that she often 
walks the existing path and now with the 
improvements, “I can’t wait!” she said.

Councilmember LaBonge regaled every-
one with a story of his adventures playing in 
the river as a child. He then picked two boys 
out of the crowd and said, “It’s important 
to remember that we’re doing this for kids 
like them to be able to enjoy the river in the 

continued on page 5
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future.” 
Christian Andrade, 4, and his brother 

Matias, 2, joined Councilmember LaBonge 
and other project leaders in the ceremonial 
groundbreaking by tossing dirt with a golden 
shovel to kick off construction.

Congratulations go out to Neil Drucker 
Program Manager, and his staff from the 
Recreational and Cultural Facilities Division; 
Jaime Contreras, Project Manager; Jose 
Fuentes, Division Head and Javier Gonzalez, 
Construction Manager from the Construc-
tion Management Division. Our gratitude 
to Chris Johnson, Division Manager, Jose 
Beristain, Curtis Gee, and Easton Forcier 
of the Geotechnical Engineering Group and 
everyone involved in this project.

The design is by Mia Lehrer and Associates, 
special thanks to Jeff Hutchins, Virgil Aoanan 
and contractor Simgel Construction Inc. 

LA Riverfront Park continued from page 4

Jaime Contreras and Neil Drucker

Councilmember Tom LaBonge shared some of his childhood adventures on the LA River.

Carol Armstrong Neil Drucker

Councilmember Tom LaBonge The ceremony was held on the south bank of the Los Angeles River in Sherman Oaks.
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Notice No. 10 dated September 13, 2013, 
titled Network Data File Storage: Acceptable 
Use and Guidelines state that the Bureau of 
Engineering (BOE) Notice No. 10, issued on 
July 2, 2012, provided the Network Data 
File Storage Policy for all BOE employees to 
follow. In addition to compliance with the 
Policy contained in Notice No. 10, BOE em-
ployees must also comply with the following 
guidelines.
Guidelines
BOE employees must review the contents of 
the drives they have access to and delete any 
personal files that are not allowed within the 
guidelines. The Systems Division will assist 
District/Division/Group offices to perform file 
restructuring and data cleanup on network 
drives that will include:
1. Removing any/all personal files from all 

network drives.
2. Identifying and removing duplicated data 

files on network drives.
3. Classifying production data in an orga-

nized manner under three network drive 
maps:
a. Public - shared data accessible by spe-

cific Divisions or bureau-wide.
b. Secure - shared data accessible by the 

specific groups within Division/District/
Group offices.

c. Protected - shared data accessible by 
managers and authorized staff.

4. Archiving all data older than 13 months 
on active network drives to read-only 
shared storage. The Systems Division will 
work with each Division/District/Group 
to complete this task. Request for retrieval 
of archived documents is now handled 
through the Help Desk system. Employ-
ees shall submit any document retrieval 
requests through the Help Desk.
Purpose

The Network Data File Storage Policy ensures 
that all BOE information is accessed and 
stored only on authorized systems. Compli-
ance with the BOE Policy will ensure that its 
data files and other files related to official city 
business is properly secured and protected 
from unauthorized use and/or access.

If BOE data is accessed from or stored on 
unauthorized systems, subsequent theft or loss 
of those systems places the BOE’s information, 
as well as that of its outside agencies, em-
ployees, and others, at risk of significant loss. 
Further, unauthorized systems and devices 
must not be used to access or store BOE data 
at any time, as the improper disposal of those 
systems and devices may result in substantial 
loss and damages.
Statement of Acceptable Use
BOE employees shall not access or store data 
of any kind in any format using an unautho-
rized server, workstation, laptop, netbook, 
cellular telephone, or tablet computer. Fur-

ther no BOE employee shall access or store 
BOE data of any kind in any format using 
an unauthorized flash memory card, thumb 
drive, USB key, portable hard disk, third-party 
web-based or cloud-based storage service 
or facility or MP3 or other music, audio, or 
electronic device.

The BOE has implemented specific systems 
and carefully managed controls to protect 
BOE data accessed from and stored on autho-
rized BOE computers and devices. Any data 
files, determined by Systems Division staff as 
personal information including music, pho-
tographs, emails, documents, spreadsheets, 
presentations, and databases should not be 
stored on any BOE servers or shared storage. 
Any personal information stored by the user 
on BOE network and/or storage devices will 
be deleted without further notice.

Notice No. 10 Network Data File Storage Guidelines

Notice No. 12 Holiday 
Season Street Closure
Notice No. 12 dated September 6, 2013, titled 
Holiday Season Street Closure Restrictions 
states that in accordance with the Board of 
Public Works policy in effect for many years, 
no permits shall be issued for work during the 
Holiday Season in certain city streets in an 
attempt to minimize the impacts on shoppers 
and retail businesses. Accordingly, permits 
shall be limited to emergency work on the 
lists of streets attached to the Notice between 
November 18, 2013 and January 2, 2014. In 
addition, every effort shall be made to prevent 
blockage of these streets for any other reason 
during that period.

L.A. River Ecosystem 
Restoration Study
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, in conjunc-
tion with the City of Los Angeles, announced 
the availability of a Draft Integrated Feasibility 
Report, which includes a Draft Feasibility 
Study and Environmental Impact Statement/
Environmental Impact Report for the Los 
Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Study, 
Los Angeles County, Calif., for review and 
comment. The Draft IFR is available for a 45-
day review period from Sept. 20 through Nov. 
18, 2013. The study evaluates alternatives for 
the purpose of restoring 11 miles of the Los 
Angeles River from approximately Griffith Park 
to downtown Los Angeles, while maintaining 
existing levels of flood risk management. Res-
toration measures considered include creation 
and reestablishment of historic riparian strand 
and freshwater marsh habitat to support in-
creased populations of wildlife and enhance 
habitat connectivity within the study area, as 
well as to provide opportunities for connec-
tivity to ecological zones, such as the Santa 
Monica Mountains, Verdugo Hills, Elysian 
Hills, and San Gabriel Mountains. Restoration 
includes the reintroduction of ecological and 
physical processes, such as a more natural hy-
drologic and hydraulic regime that reconnects 
the river to historic floodplains and tributaries, 
reduced flow velocities, increased infiltration, 
improved natural sediment processes, and 
improved water quality. The study also eval-
uates opportunities for passive recreation that 
is compatible with the restored environment.

There will be a public hearing Thursday 
evening, October 17 from 5:30-7:30 pm in 
the Atrium of the LA River Center and Gar-
dens: 570 West Avenue 26, Los Angeles. All 
comments must be received at the hearing or 
in writing no later than 5:00 PM on November 
18, 2013.

Written comments may be directed 
to:  Josephine R. Axt, Ph.D., Chief, Planning 
Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los 
Angeles District, P.O. Box 532711, ATTN: 
Ms. Erin Jones, CESPL-PD-RN, Los Angeles, 
CA 90053-2325 OR comments.lariverstudy@
usace.army.mil.

For further information contact:  Ms. Kath-
leen Bergmann, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Los Angeles District, Kathleen.M.Bergmann@
usace.army.mil, 602-230-6904 and Ms. Erin 
Jones, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los 
Angeles District, Erin.L.Jones@usace.army.
mil, 213-300-9723.

The document is available on the following 
websites: 
US Army Corps Website:

http://1.usa.gov/1ad0K9z 
City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Engineering 
Website:

http://eng.lacity.org/techdocs/emg/proj-
ects.htm 
City of Los Angeles, LA River Website:

http://www.lariver.org/ 

Price Commended
This e-mail was sent to Deputy City Engineer 
Michael Kantor:
Wed, Sep 18, 2013 at 5:47 PM
Subject: Re: Mr. Randy Price very helpful, 
deserves your recognition
Hi Mr. Kantor,
I spoke with Mr. Randy Price today, who works 
for you and your department.

Mr. Price was very helpful, informed and 
patiently answered the questions I had and 
directed me to the correct persons and their 
phone numbers, that I need to speak with, 
regarding a taper street in the Hollywood 
Hills, 90068.

I deeply appreciate Mr. Price’s time and 
help, his pleasant, efficient and helpful man-
ner and his precise and direct answers to the 
questions I asked.

Mr. Price deserves your positive recognition 
and attention.

Thank you for your time in this matter.
Sincerely,
Nick Holden
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New Letterhead
The latest version of the Bureau of Engineering 
letterhead template is always available from 
the Engineering Forms Library under the cat-
egory Correspondence on the BOE intranet.

Public Works Public Affairs Office press release:
South Los Angeles Animal Care and Commu-
nity Center is One of 65 New U.S. Buildings, 
Developments and Urban Planning Projects 
Designed and/or Built Since 2010 to Receive 
a 2013 American Architecture Award

LOS ANGELES (September 5, 2013)—City 
of Los Angeles officials announced the Prop-
osition F - Facilities Bond funded South Los 
Angeles Animal Care and Community Center 
received the prestigious 2013 American Archi-
tecture Award. The award, which recognizes 
excellence in architecture and urbanism in 
the United States and abroad, is sponsored by 
the Chicago Anthenaeum: Museum of Archi-
tecture and Design, the European Center for 
Architecture, Art, Design and Urban Studies, 
and the Metropolitan Arts Press. As an award 
winner, the animal care facility’s design will be 
exhibited with the other honorees at the 14th 
International Biennial of Architecture Buenos 
Aires in September and October. 

“We build more than just municipal facili-
ties, we build municipal facilities that enhance 
the quality of life of their communities and that 
help transform Los Angeles into the world’s 
most livable city,” said City Engineer Gary 
Lee Moore. “As the City’s project manager 
for the new animal center, we were fortunate 
to have strong partners in the Department of 
Animal Services, the Bureau of Contract Ad-
ministration and the local community, and we 
couldn’t be happier for our architect, RA-DA.” 

“The new Los Angeles Animal Services 
Shelter, Chesterfield Square, in South Los 
Angeles gives our staff and volunteers the 
opportunity to showcase fantastic shelter 
animals in an inviting environment,” said 
Brenda F. Barnette, General Manager of the 
Department of Animal Services. “We believe 
that this facility will allow us to provide better 
animal care and to reach the local community 
and beyond as Los Angeles becomes the most 
humane City anywhere.” 

“We are  very 
proud that this build-
ing type is receiving 
the recognition it 
deserves,” said Rania 
Alomar, principal 
architect at RA-DA. 
“The facility takes a 
giant leap forward 
from the shelters 
built previously and 
has changed the 
playing field for this 
building typology.” 

The center, locat-
ed at 1850 W. 60th 
St., Los Angeles, is a 
green building and 
received a LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) Silver certification 
from the U.S. Green Building Council. With 
258 kennels, a community cat room, a small 
animal room, and an exotic reptile room, the 
68,000 square foot facility is designed to care 
for a wide variety of pets. Features integrated 
into the building’s design facilitate pet adop-
tions and support responsible pet ownership. 
These features include training and behavioral 
assessment rooms, an animal training field and 
a “get acquainted yard.” 

The $13 million construction project was 
funded by Proposition F – Facility Bond funds. 
Approved by L.A. voters in November 2000, 
Proposition F authorized the issuance of 
$532.6 million in General Obligation Bonds 
to finance the construction and rehabilitation 
of Animal Shelters and Fire Stations through-
out the City of Los Angeles. 
About City of Los Angeles Bureau of Engi-
neering
The Bureau of Engineering is dedicated to 
transforming Los Angeles into the world’s most 
livable city. To achieve this goal, Engineering 
is committed to the designing and building 

of ecologically advanced City-funded public 
buildings and facilities. Engineering oversees 
projects involving bridges, parks, streets, 
wastewater treatment plants, sewers, and 
storm drains. By managing an efficient system 
for permitting all construction in the public 
right-of-way and managing the City’s online 
mapping system, Engineering also supports 
the continued economic development of Los 
Angeles. Engineering has a work force of more 
than 700 engineers, architects, environmental 
specialists, geologists, landscape architects, 
surveyors and support staff, and an annual 
operating budget of $167 million, with 400 
active projects totaling $2.9 billion. 
About City of Los Angeles Department of 
Animal Services
Los Angeles Animal Services is one of the 
largest municipal shelter systems in the United 
States with six shelters serving approximately 
60,000 animals annually and responding to 
20,000 emergency calls involving an animal 
or person in danger with an annual budget of 
approximately $20 million. 
About RA-DA
RA-DA is a boutique design and architecture 
firm committed to excellence in design and 
with the organizational and technical skills 
of a large firm. Based in West Hollywood, 
California, RA-DA was founded in 2006 by 
Rania Alomar after a decade of working as a 
design lead for two prestigious US architec-
ture firms. Ms. Alomar envisioned the firm as 
a nimble and highly creative entity and has 
since built its reputation into one of the stron-
gest burgeoning design forces in the region, 
evidenced by the firm’s recent win of the 2013 
AIA National Honors Award (amongst other 
press and awards). 

Animal Care Facility Wins Major National Architecture Award
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The Construction Management Association 
of America Southern California Chapter is 
offering the following seminars.

Managing the Dynamic Process of Al-
ternative Project Delivery - Procurement & 
Execution on Thursday, October 10, 2013, the 
Grand Conference Center, 4101 E. Willow St., 
Long Beach, 8:00 am Registration, 8:30 am 
Seminar. This seminar will explore the skills 
needed from a PM/CM for Alternative Proj-
ect Delivery including procurement, design, 
construction and turnover. A diverse range 
of experienced owner panelists will provide 
input and recommendations for successful 
alternative project delivery implementation. 
Learn about:
• The importance of contractual and 

procurement assistance in developing 
appropriate programming criteria and/or 
bridging documents, biddable RFPs, and 
proper contracting methods

• How the PM/CM can help the Owner 
maintain quality through the design pro-
cess

• The role(s) for the CM during construction, 
turnover and post construction

• Owner discussion on future projects utiliz-
ing Alternative Project Delivery Methods

Moderator: Chitra Foster, Vice President, 
Southern California Area Manager, CDM 
Constructors, Inc.

Panel Members: Mark Johnson, P.E., BCEE, 
Director of Engineering, Coachella Valley 
Water District; Intissar Durham, P.E., Chief 
Airports Engineer, Los Angeles World Airports; 
Tom Clark, P.E., Capital Improvements Con-
struction Product Line Coordinator, NAVFAC 
SW; Darren Greenhalgh, P.E., Deputy Direc-
tor, Project Implementation, City of San Diego.

Cost: Register by Oct. 4 $70 members, 
$110 non-members. After Oct. 4 $85 mem-
bers, $135 non-members.

Bid Protests – The “need to know” for the 
Owner, Selected Bidder, and Protester on 
Thursday, November 7, 2013, at Hyatt Re-
gency, 333 S. Figueroa, Los Angeles, 8:00 am 
Registration, 8:30 am Seminar. Back by pop-
ular demand, an informative, advanced level, 
analyses of a Bid Protest. Experienced Owner 
and Contractor representatives will explain 
the ins and outs of the protest, the defense, 
and the Owner’s rights and responsibilities. 
We will analyze the protest of a “traditional” 
design-bid-build prime contractor award, and 
the protest of a qualifications based award for 
construction management services.

Appearing on behalf of the Selected 
Bidder: Michael Baker, Esq., Atkinson, Loya, 
Rudd & Romo

Appearing on behalf of the Owner: Kevin 
Collins, Esq., Alston + Bird

Appearing on behalf of the Protesting Bid-
der: Bernard Kamine, Kamine P.C.

Moderator: Chip Ossman, Ossman Project 
Management Consulting, Inc.

Cost: Register by Nov 1 $70 members, 
$110 non-members. After Nov 1 $85 mem-
bers, $135 non-members.

Downtown LA Developments on Thursday, 
December 5, 2013, at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel, 333 S. Figueroa, Los Angeles, 5:30 pm 
Registration, 6:30 pm Dinner & Presentation. 
Bringing Back Broadway is a multifaceted 10-
year plan initiated and chaired by Los Angeles 
Councilmember Jose Huizar, focused on the 
revitalization of the Historic Broadway Theatre 
District in Downtown. Broadway is the birth-
place of vaudeville and entertainment in Los 
Angeles and once served a the commercial 
capital of the west. The Broadway district is 
listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places and boasts 12 historic theaters within 
eight blocks which stand alongside a bevy of 
historic commercial buildings which stand 
in tribute to both Broadway’s storied past 
and its bright future. Goals and projects of 
Brining Back Broadway range from historic 
preservation to economic development, urban 
planning and a new streetscape design to 
transportation systems, public improvements, 
cultural arts, entertainment, marketing, retail 
development, capital finance and public pol-
icy.  Another central aspect of the initiative is 
the plan to bring a modern streetcar system 
back to the streets of Downtown.

The Downtown L.A. Streetcar is planned as 
a modern fixed-rail streetcar system that will 
offer an easy to navigate and convenient mode 
of transportation connecting many of Down-
town’s bustling locales. The Streetcar will pro-
vide access to the Civic Center, Broadway and 
the Historic Core, the Fashion District, South 
Park, L.A. Live and the Convention Center, the 
Financial District, and restaurant row through 
the Jewelry District. The project is proceeding 
through its environmental review with plans 
to begin construction in 2014-15.

Guest speakers:  Honorable Jose Huizar, 
City Councilmember; Jessica Wethington 
McLean, Executive Director, Bringing Back 
Broadway, Office of City Councilmember 
Jose Huizar; Shiraz Tangri, General Counsel, 
LA Streetcar Inc.

For additional information please go to 
www.cmaasc.org.

CMAA LEED Green Asso-
ciate Exam Training
CMAA full day LEED Green Associate Exam 
Preparation Workshop will be held Friday, 
October 25, 2013. It will focus on the key 
information necessary to pass the LEED Green 
Associate exam, including: LEED implemen-
tation process, project site factors, water 
management, energy impacts, synergistic 
opportunities, stakeholder involvement in 
innovation, project surroundings, public out-
reach & test taking tips and strategies.
Materials included:
• In-class practice exam & take-home exam 

that accurately reflect the types of ques-
tions you’ll see on the test

• Comprehensive, yet concise workbook 
that summarizes all of the exam-relevant 
material 

• A Certificate of Completion which qual-
ifies you to register for the LEED Green 
Associate exam

The LEED Green Associate credential is for 
professionals who want to demonstrate a basic 
knowledge of green building design, construc-
tion and operations. Professionals interested 
in becoming LEED Accredited are required to 
pass the Green Associate exam before they are 
eligible for the LEED AP credential. Whether 
you are interested in pursuing the LEED Green 
Associate credential or moving on to become 
a LEED AP with Specialty, this is the class to 
get you started.

Instructor Alex Spilger has taught over 
150 LEED exam training workshops and is a 
LEED Accredited Professional with specialties 
in BD+C, ID_C & EBOM, a Certified Green 
Building Professional, and holds a B.S. in Civil 
Engineering from UCLA.

For additional information and to register 
go to www.cmaasc.org.

Planning for Retirement 
Seminars
The Los Angeles City Employees Retirement 
System (LACERS) has announced October and 
November Planning for Retirement seminars. 
To register call LACERS at (800) 779-8328 or 
by visiting LACERS online at www.lacers.org.
Late Career Seminar
Learn about your retirement benefits including 
your retirement allowance, health benefits, 
and survivor benefits for employees in the 
second half of their City careers who are Tier 
1 Members. Seminars will be held at LACERS 
in the LA Times Building, 202 W. First St., 
Suite 500, 5th Floor Board Room, Los Ange-
les. Please bring a photo ID to ease process 
of entry into the building. All seminars are 8 
am – 12:30 pm.
• Friday, October 25, 2013
• Saturday, October 26, 2013
• Thursday, November 14, 2013
• Saturday, November 16, 2013

CMAA So Cal Chapter Seminars

Newsletter Submissions
We are always pleased to receive submissions 
for the Newsletter. There are a few tips that 
we’d like to be kept in mind. Please do not 
submit articles using the “table” or “column” 
feature of WordPerfect or MS Word. It will 
not translate correctly. Instead, just use tabs. 
If you have photos, please send them in their 
native format, i.e., jpg or tif. Do not place 
photos in a word processing document. Also, 
please run your article through spell check 
and make sure all names are spelled correctly 
before submitting it. Again, thanks to all for 
their contributions.
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l to r (front row): Fadi Abboud, Mary Thomas, Kitty Siu, Neil Tuano, Ali Hemmatabadi. Standing 
back row: Omar Braish, Warren Liu, Nadir Shah, Gary Lee Moore.
Graduates not pictured: Dennis Bragin, Jose Beristain, Carlos Chaidez, Victor Parra, Sylvia 
Bergstrom (ITA)

l to r (front row): Gevork Mkrtchyan, Katrina Tabirara, Zafar Kassai, Naushin Kamal, Michael 
Uemura. Standing back row: Javier Gonzalez, Stephen Chao, Elliot Kim, Michael Affeldt, 
Norman Mundy, Gary Lee Moore.

Graduates of BOE Fundamentals of Project 
Delivery Course Recognized

At the September 19, 2013 Management 
Team Meeting, City Engineer Gary Lee Moore 
presented certificates to the students who 
successfully completed the 2013 Bureau of 
Engineering Fundamentals of Project Delivery 
course. The Project Delivery Fundamentals 
Training Program included the following ma-
jor subject areas over 15 sessions:
• Introduction to Project Management

Buenaventura Wins Toast-
masters Area Contest
On September 25, 2013, 
Dominic Buenaventura, 
Civil Engineering Associate 
IV, Project Award and Con-
trol Division, won first place 
in the Evaluation Contest at 
the Area D43 Toastmasters 
Tall Tales and Evaluation 
Contest held in Room 152 
in City Hall.

Dominic competed in the Toastmasters 
Evaluation Contest which demonstrates the 
ability of Toastmasters members to supportive-
ly critique someone else’s oral presentation. 
He represented our own Public Works Pio-
neers Toastmasters Club. Dominic evaluated 
a speech entitled, What You See Is Not What 
It Means, which talked about interpreting and 
mis-interpreting body language. He defeated 
another talented evaluation contestant from 
another local Toastmasters club.

Christine Courtois from the Bureau of San-
itation, another member of the Public Works 
Pioneers Club, competed in the Area D43 Tall 
Tales Contest and won first place, too. Her 
speech was a horror story, Sinister Squash, 
about an alien invasion by zucchini. 

Mr. Buenaventura and Ms. Courtois won 
their Toastmasters Club Contest earlier in the 
year. They will be competing at the Toast-
masters Division D Tall Tales and Evaluation 
contest which is scheduled to be held on 
Sunday October 20, 2013, from 12:30 pm to 
3:30 pm at Glendale Fire Station No. 21, 421 
Oak Street in Glendale, CA 91204.  Guests are 
invited and encouraged to attend.

Mr. Buenaventura is the current Educa-
tional Vice President and a charter member 
of the Public Works Pioneers Toastmasters 
Club which meets in the Public Works Build-
ing at 1149 S. Broadway. The Club meets 
each Wednesday at 12:05 pm in room 6004.  
Guests are always welcome at Toastmasters 
meetings and there is no charge for guests.  
Toastmasters is a non-profit organization that 
helps members to gain and maintain com-
munication and leadership skills. For more 
information, contact Thurman Green at (213) 
847-2682, Dominic Buenaventura at (213) 
847-0593, or Ivan Gerson at (213) 485-1169. 

Reporting Safety Con-
cerns or Suggestions
As part of our Injury Illness Prevention Pro-
gram, Bureau employees can report safety 
concerns or suggestions in person or anon-
ymously by completing the Reporting Safety 
Concern or Suggestion Form. This form can 
be obtained on the Bureau Intranet, Safety 
Concerns or Forms Library Application under 
Safety. Questions regarding other Occupa-
tional Safety & Health issues can be directed 
to Calvin Toy, Bureau Safety Engineer at cal-
vin.toy@lacity.org.

• Project Planning and Pre-Design
• Project Design
• Utilizing Consultants
• Managing Money
• Construction Management
• Scheduling
• Negotiation Skills
• Presentation Skills
• Client Relations



We’d Like to Hear from You
If you have any articles for the Newsletter, 
please e-mail them directly to BOENewslet-
ter@gmail.com. Also cc: Myrna Braithwaite 
(myrna.braithwaite@lacity.org) Administrative 
Services Division. Deadline for the next issue 
is Thursday, November 7, 2013. 

Los Angeles City Department of Public Works
Bureau of Engineering
1149 South Broadway, Suite 700

Los Angeles, CA 90015
http://eng.lacity.org

http://www.facebook.com/LABureauofEngineering
The Engineering Newsletter is published monthly by the 
Administrative Services Division for employees of the 
Bureau of Engineering.

Arrival
William Knight, Land Surveying Assistant, 
SUR.

Departures
Ofelia Rubio, Civil Engineer, transfer to DWP, 
WCC; Benjamin Garbuio, Building Electrical 
Engineer I, retired, EED; Keith Hanks, Sr. 
Environmental Engineer, retired, WCE; Sean 
Wilder, CE Associate II, resigned, EED.

Internal Transfer
Scott Gibson, CE Associate III, from POB to 
BIP.

Walk to Stop Diabetes
Message from Mayor Eric Garcetti:
The City of Los Angeles is once again proud 
to take part in the annual Los Angeles Step 
Out: Walk to Stop Diabetes. This 5K walk will 
take place in spectacular Griffith Park, one of 
L.A.’s most famed landmarks, on Saturday, 
November 2, 2013 at 9:00 am.

With one out of nine Angelenos now diag-
nosed with diabetes, and that number increas-
ing every day, we need to come together as 
a community to slow down this major public 
health epidemic. If current trends continue, 
one out of three American adults will have 
diabetes by 2030.

The American Diabetes Association is the 
leading non-profit health organization dedi-
cated to preventing and curing diabetes and 
to improving the lives of the 26 million people 
currently living with the disease.

Public education and awareness can help 
prevent the development of diabetes and its 
complications, and funds raised at this Walk 
will be used locally to fund research, outreach 
and advocacy.

We need your help! Spread the word on 
this important community event and encour-
age your Department to form a Team!

For more information on the Los Angeles 
Step Out please go to www.stepoutla.com 
or contact Beth Cole via email at bcole@dia-
betes.org; or by phone at 323-966-2890 ext. 
7540. Looking forward to seeing you there!

Columbus Day Holiday
Monday, October 14, 2013, is a City holiday. 
Remember to mark your timesheet for that day 
as HO 8.0. Since the holiday is only for eight 
hours, those of you on the 9/80 schedule must 
adjust your hours accordingly within the same 
pay period. (Non-FLSA exempt employees can 
only adjust their hours within their defined 
work week.) Check with your division time-
keeper if you have any questions.

Veterans Day Holiday
Monday, November 11, 2013, is a City holi-
day. Remember to mark your timesheet for that 
day as HO 8.0. Since the holiday is only for 
eight hours, those of you on the 9/80 schedule 
must adjust your hours accordingly within 
the same pay period. (Non-FLSA exempt 
employees can only adjust their hours within 
their defined work week.) Check with your 
division timekeeper if you have any questions.

Combined Charitable 
Campaign
For twenty years, the City of Los Angeles 
Combined Charitable Campaign has pooled 
the efforts of many of the most respected and 
successful charitable agencies in Los Ange-
les into a single City employee fundraising 
endeavor.  The Give to LA - Combined Char-
itable Campaign starts October 1 through 
November 15, 2013. For more information on 
the charities supported, go to www.givetoLA.
org. This year’s Bureau Coordinator is Jose 
Fuentes, Construction Management Division.

The eleven Charitable Agencies that partic-
ipate in the Give to LA campaign raise funds 
for over 400 member charities that offer a 
variety of programs assisting everyone from 
the newborn to the elderly. The charities and 
their programs serve your communities, your 
neighbors, and perhaps you and your family. 

Every year, you are offered the opportunity 
to contribute to making Los Angeles and its 
many communities a better place for every-
one. The Give to LA Combined Charitable 
Campaign provides a convenient and efficient 
opportunity for City employees to give to the 
charity of their choice through one-time gifts 
or payroll deduction.
List of Charitable Agencies

American Cancer Society
Asian Pacific Community Fund
Brotherhood Crusade
City of Hope
Community Health Charities of California
EarthShare California
Hispanic Scholarship Fund
Los Angeles Foundation on Aging
United Latino Fund
United Negro College Fund
United Way of Greater Los Angeles

Message from Mayor Eric Garcetti:
Dear Friends,
As the Give to LA: Combined Charitable 
Campaign kicks off this year, I am asking City 
employees to join me in this worthy initiative 
to support our neighbors and uplift our com-
munities.. Now, more than ever, we see fam-
ilies struggling to deal with the consequences 
of unemployment, access to education and 
health care, and difficulty in meeting even 
the most basic of needs.

The Give to LA: Combined Charitable Cam-
paign is an opportunity for City employees to 
lend a helping hand and tackle these issues. 
The campaign funds more than 400 charitable 
organizations that provide programs for indi-
viduals, families, and communities throughout 
Los Angeles.

For the student dreaming of college and a 
bright future, for the elderly who are grateful 
for one hot meal a day, and for the families 
without a home seeking shelter, please take 
part and join me in giving to LA.

Sincerely,
ERIC GARCETTI
Mayor

2nd Chance Week Used 
Linen Drive
Second Chance Week is here and this year we 
are helping sheltered animals! From October 
17 - 24, 2013, the Bureau of Sanitation City 
Facilities Recycling Program will be holding 
a Used Linen Drive. All the linens collected 
will be sent to L.A. Animal Services. The kick 
off event will be held at the City Hall Farmers 
Market from 11am- 1pm. They will be giving 
away reusable bags at the event.

For a copy of the Used Linen Drive flyer, 
please click on the following link: http://san.
ci.la.ca.us/srcrd/cfrp/PDF/2013/linen_final.
pdf

We will be accepting (Items can be ripped 
or stained, but must be clean):
• Sheets
• Afghans
• Blankets
• Towels
• Bedspreads
Collection locations:
• City Hall East Lobby
• City Hall South Lobby
• Public Works Building 10th Floor and the 

Lobby
Thank you for your generosity!

LA BOE vs SF Engineers 
Softball Game
The BOE softball team will be taking on the 
San Francisco engineering team on the Satur-
day of Columbus Day weekend. The modern 
day softball rivalry that began in 2001 now 
stands tied with both teams having won 6 
games. Come out to cheer on the BOE team!

Saturday, October 12, 2013
Game time: 10:00 am
Sepulveda Basin Sports Complex
6201 Balboa Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 91406

For more info, contact Alfred Mata at alfred.
mata@lacity.org or (213) 847-0346.


